
P.O. Box 20,000    544 Rood Avenue   Grand Junction, Colorado 81502-5010   mcbocc@mesacounty.us

Bureau of Land Management 
Mr. Wayne Werkmeister 
2815 H Road
Grand Junction, CO 81506

Comments will be submitted via email to: blm_co_gj_public_comments@blm.gov

RE:  Grand Junction Field Office Grazing Permit Renewals

Dear Mr. Werkmeister:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Grand Junction Field Office Grazing Permit 
Renewals.  The Mesa County Board of County Commissioners (“Mesa County”) appreciates the 
cooperative relationship Mesa County has with the Bureau of Land Management (“BLM”) and 
fully supports its statutory mandate of managing federal lands and resources for multiple use. 
Pursuant to the Memorandum of Understanding between Mesa County and the BLM, MOU # 
C0-076-97-001 (“MOU”), Mesa County offers the following comments on the proposed Grazing 
Permit Renewals. 

Agriculture, as a whole, is an important component, of not only the culture and lifestyle of Mesa 
County, but also of our region’s economy.  According to the Colorado State University Extension, 
Department of Agriculture and Business, livestock sales contributed 48.7 million dollars to Mesa 
County’s economy with a multiplier between 2.6 and 2.8 for a community impact of more than 
$263 million.1 

As 72% of the land in Mesa County is federally owned, the use of BLM land is vital to the 
economic health of the livestock industry.  The Mesa County Master Plan includes the following 
applicable goal, policy and implementation item in support of sustained grazing on public lands:

“Ag Goal 1: Conservation of agricultural and range lands capable of productive use.  

Policy 13: Recognize that the ranching business requires larger tracts of land than other 
agricultural uses and may require the use of public lands to remain viable.

Implementation Item AG1.A: Work with the National Forest Service and BLM to encourage the 
retention of grazing leases for ranchers in Mesa County (Intergovernmental Agreements).”2 

1 Beiermann, J., Colorado State University Extension, Department of Agriculture and Business. April 23, 2020. The Economic Impact 
of Agriculture in Mesa County [Press Release]. Retrieved from: https://tra.extension.colostate.edu/covid-19-impact-on-tri-river-area-
csu-extension/covid-19-resources/
2 Mesa County, 2000. Mesa Countywide Land Use Plan. Mesa County Planning Commission, Mesa County, CO. 2000 Edition.

                 COLORADO
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
District 1 - John Justman 970-244-1605
District 2 - Scott McInnis 970-244-1604
District 3 - Rose Pugliese 970-244-1606

mailto:mcbocc@mesacounty.us
https://tra.extension.colostate.edu/covid-19-impact-on-tri-river-area-csu-extension/covid-19-resources/
https://tra.extension.colostate.edu/covid-19-impact-on-tri-river-area-csu-extension/covid-19-resources/


Page 2 of 2
_________________________

In addition the cultural and economic benefits, we believe that proper grazing management can 
benefit to ecology of public lands as well.  Given the quantity and intensity of wildfires in the 
west, Mesa County believes that grazing can aid in fuels reduction thus decreasing the threat of 
wildfire across the range. Grazing has also been found to contribute to controlling invasive plant 
species. 

Lastly, but certainly not of least importance, is the contribution of local producers.  According to 
the Public Lands Council “Ranchers finance critical range projects out of their own pocket, which 
can include watershed improvements, well installations, and invasive grass treatments. These 
activities benefit the native flora and fauna as well as the outdoor enthusiasts that enjoy these 
vast landscapes”.3 We encourage thorough and consistent communication with all lessees 
throughout the lease period to ensure all stakeholders are working toward the same goals.

Given the many benefits of grazing on our public lands and economy, we ask that the BLM strive 
for a timely review and approval of the permit renewals. Thank you for your consideration of our 
comments.  

Sincerely,

Scott McInnis, Chair Rose Pugliese John Justman
Board of County Commissioners Commissioner Commissioner

cc: The Honorable Cory Gardner
The Honorable Michael Bennet
The Honorable Scott Tipton
The Honorable Diana DeGette 
The Honorable Joe Neguse
The Honorable Ken Buck
The Honorable Doug Lamborn 
The Honorable Jason Crow
The Honorable Ed Perlmutter

3 Public Lands Council. Undated. Understanding the Value of Grazing. Internet website: http://publiclandscouncil.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/03/ValueOfGrazing_20190319.pdf
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